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The following slides have been prepared for the next issue of the BIRDS 
Project Newsletter.

They pertain to SDG-type and ABE-type scholarships that are available to 
young persons in Africa from JICA, an agency of the government of 
Japan.

Applications for both types will open up around Oct or Nov of 2020; full 
details are with the JICA office in your country (they are not with 
Kyutech).  Note that SDG-type scholarship requires the applicant to be 
nominated by his or her government; so this will take much time.

Please give this document to any young person who stands a high 
chance of being accepted.  It may take several months to find the right 
applicant(s) ---- so please start the talent search right now.

-- G. Maeda, assistant professor, Kyutech, 26 August 2020
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Introducing JICA’s

SDGs Global Leader

Applications for FY2020 were closed in 
November 2019. Next application period 
begins  in October 2020 (To Be Announced).

If your country has a JICA office, it is likely 
that you can apply.  Forward all your 
questions to that office (not to Kyutech).  In 
any case, Kyutech is registered with this SDG 
program, so that if you apply with a wish to 
attend SEIC, and you are accepted by JICA, 
then you can study in SEIC at Kyutech with 
this scholarship from JICA.

Please forward this 
SDGs Global Leader 

info to a young 
person who might 

benefit from it.

02. Japan Gov’t Scholarships: summary of SDGs Global Leader
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Link for SDG information:
https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html

https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html
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Link for SDG information:
https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html

JICA office Bhutan

https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html
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Link for SDG information:
https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html

https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html
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Link for SDG information:
https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html

https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html
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Link for SDG information:
https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html

END OF THIS SECTION (SDGs Global Leader)

Sustainable
Development
Goals

https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-dsp/english/cource/content/sdgs_global_leader.html
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Introducing JICA’s

ABE Initiative

Applications for FY2020 were closed in 
November 2019. Next application period 
begins  in October 2020 (To Be Announced).

If your country has a JICA office in Africa, it 
is likely that you can apply.  Forward all your 
questions to that office (not to Kyutech).  In 
any case, Kyutech is registered with this ABE 
program, so that if you apply with a wish to 
attend SEIC, and you are accepted by JICA, 
then you can study in SEIC at Kyutech with 
this scholarship from JICA.

03. Japan Gov’t Scholarships: summary of ABE Initiative
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1. Background
Africa's economy has been steadily increasing since 2000, due to factors such as its abundant natural resources and expansion of trade and 
investments. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates that growth rates in Africa will remain as high as 5.4% up to 2016. While 
each African nation sets a target for sustainable economic development, political implementation, aimed at turning commodity-based 
economies into multifaceted industrialized economies through developing primary and secondary industries, is an urgent matter. On the 
other hand, the International Labor Organization (ILO) points out that the number of youth unemployment in Africa has reached nearly 75 
million, almost one third of the youth population (200 million) in the whole region. Given these circumstances, it is expected that the yield 
of value-added industries and the realization of high productivity of industries in Africa, will resolve the issue as they generate job 
opportunities, and bring about more stabilized economies. Moreover, Japanese companies are showing strong recognition of and interest 
in a prosperous Africa.

At the 5th Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD V), held in Yokohama in 2013, the Japanese government stated 
its policy of strengthening support for the ongoing dynamic growth of Africa with stronger public-private partnerships. Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe announced the "African Business Education Initiative for Youth (hereafter, referred to as the "ABE Initiative"), a 
strategic five-year plan providing 1,000 youths in Africa with opportunities to study for Master's degree at Japanese universities and 
experience internships at Japanese companies. Prior to the TICAD V, Japanese industries, including the Federation of Economic
Organizations (KEIDANREN) and the Japanese government, had made a joint recommendation for TICAD V at "Public-Private Council for the 
Promotion of TICADV". These bodies pointed out that there is a need for human resource development in both private and public sectors of 
Africa in order to cultivate a strong human network between Japan and Africa. The recommendation also mentioned the significance of 
increasing the number of African people visiting Japan, as well as increasing awareness among Africans regarding the efficiency of Japanese 
technologies and systems of companies. The ABE Initiative was launched based on this recommendation.

JICA has been appointed to implement a master's degree and internship program within the ABE Initiative framework developed for 
countries whose official requests have been approved by the Government of Japan.

See the original source
https://www.jica.go.jp/english/countries/africa/internship.html

https://www.jica.go.jp/english/countries/africa/internship.html
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2. Objectives
The objective of the ABE Initiative Master's Degree and Internship Program is to support young personnel who can 
be a "Navigator" for contributing to the development of industries in Africa. This program offers opportunities for 
young African men and women to study at master's courses at Japanese universities as international students 
(hereafter, referred to as "participants") and experience internships at Japanese companies. The aim is for them to 
develop effective skills in order for them to contribute to various fields. Beyond acquisition of skills and knowledge, 
this program also intends to cultivate excellent personnel who can recognize and understand the contexts of 
Japanese society and systems of Japanese companies. The expected outcome of the program is a network of 
potential contributors to the development of African industries who will also lead Japanese businesses to engage 
further in economic activities in Africa.

3. Target Participants
Target participants are from among the following three types of personnel.

Persons from the Private Sector
Young individuals who are or will be involved in economic activities in the local private sector maintaining and 
developing strong ties with Japanese companies and expected to Africa's development through business 
activities.
Governmental Officials
Young officials, such as civil servants, who take part in formulation and/or implementation of industrial policies, 
and are expected to contribute to Africa's development through government activities.
Educators
Young instructors/teachers in college, university or research institution in Africa, and are expected to 
contribute to Africa's development through joint research/development with Japanese companies etc. See the original source

https://www.jica.go.jp/english/countries/africa/internship.html

https://www.jica.go.jp/english/countries/africa/internship.html
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See the ABE video (7 minutes):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuH6KIIedHo&feature=youtu.be

Number of Participants/Durations
 1st batch (arrived in 2014): 156 participants
 2nd batch (arrived in 2015): 317 participants
 3rd batch (arrived in 2016): 348 participants
 4th batch (arrived in 2017): 279 participants
 5th batch (arrived in 2018): 119 participants
It is expected that the duration of stay in Japan will be a 
maximum of 3 years. (6 months as a research student, 2 
years as a student for master course and 6 months as an 
intern)

 Over 1000 students from Africa have 
studied in Japan under the ABE Initiative.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuH6KIIedHo&feature=youtu.be


BIRDS Project Newsletter – No. 56 Page 12 of 13

Kyutech has 2 SEIC students on ABE scholarships.  Listen to their video:

VIEW THE VIDEO:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3q-Kq6C1djk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3q-Kq6C1djk
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Encourage your dynamic 
space-oriented young people 
in your country to apply to 
applicable JICA scholarship 
programs.

If they pass JICA requirements, 
they can study SEIC at Kyutech.


